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Draft EU Statement


Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished Director-General, 
Dear Colleagues,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

Aligned countries’ clause….

We thank the DG for his Report on Polio Transition Planning informing us about the elaboration of the Strategic Action Plan on Polio Transition that will be presented to the Seventy-first World Health Assembly in May 2018 due to decision WHA70(9) para 9.
The EU and its MS welcome this report and appreciate it for its professional quality. As to its contents we have the following comments:
Our first and major concerns are the financial implications of polio transition and the information about it.
As agreed in the WHA70(9) decision for WHO to produce a detailed costing for the Strategic Action Plan, it will be essential for WHO to provide comprehensive and accurate information as soon as possible on the costs as well as on the implications on budget and HR planning of polio transition.
We deem it to be evident that overall costs for addressing polio and keeping the world polio-free should clearly decrease in the years to come after interruption has been achieved.
As long as this has not been clarified by the final version of the Strategic Action Plan and accompanying detailed costing, we hence would like to express our concerns about paragraphs 6 and 7 of the draft decision contained in the report which deal with budgetary aspects like (quote) “a revision of budget ceilings for the biennium 2020 - 2021” and “additional financial resources” (unquote), although we support the main thrust of the remaining paragraphs 1 – 5 and 8 and the draft decision as such.
Secondly, we request the Secretariat to include in the Strategic Action Plan also appropriate measures to capture, document and disseminate the lessons learnt from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative and from polio eradication itself.
Thirdly, we would like to emphasize that both, increased WHO leadership as well as the continued political commitment of all governments involved will be essential to make polio transition a success.
Fourthly, the Strategic Action Plan should, in our view, also include significant information on the country transition plans, including their status quo, the progress achieved so far and supportive measures taken by WHO to assist the countries concerned where necessary in elaborating and finalizing these plans.
We consider the risks of mismanaging polio transition as truly significant for the health systems of all member states, as well as for WHO itself and its reputation.
Finally, we would like to thank both, the Independent Monitoring Board as well as the Transition Independent Monitoring Board, for their excellent work.
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